
11-12/05: Informal meeting (Gymnich) of EU Foreign Affairs ministers (Stockholm)

22-23/05: Foreign Affairs Council (Defence format on 23/05)

21/06: EC Space and Defence package

29-30/06: European Council

01/07: Spanish Presidency of the EU starts
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News from the Brussels' Bubble

EU agenda

EU funding for the arms industry

On 30 March the European Commission published the third annual programme of the EU Defence Fund (EDF). 
The EDF budget in 2023 will amount to €1.178 billion precisely, details B2pro (N. Gros-Verheyde): 70% (€836 million)
for development projects and 30% (€342.8 million) for research projects. This is a 27% increase compared with 2022
and close to the annual average (1.135), part of it coming from the 2024 annual envelope. Norway will contribute
€25.6 million to this programme.
34 topics are covered under 15 categories, described in a fact-sheet. The ones with most budget (close to or above
€100 million) are ‘information superiority’, ‘space’, ‘air & missile defence’, ‘naval combat’ and ‘underwater warfare’. The
“critical domains” supported are “space situational awareness, countering hypersonic missiles and the prototype development
of the European patrol corvette (EPC)”. Project selected should “prepare the ground for the development of next generation
fighter systems, main battle tanks, European indirect fire capabilities” according to the official press release. 
What is not clear in the fact-sheet and press release is that several projects will receive a direct award without
competitive calls, in particular the prototype for a “modular and multi-role patrol corvette” (€156 million, follow-up of a
previous project) and interceptors for countering hypersonic missiles (€80 million), reports further B2pro. The latter is
somehow duplicating an existing project (HYDEF) run by Sener (SP) but whose selection is being challenged in court by
an MBDA-led consortium… which will be benefiting now this direct award project, explains B2pro (N. Gros-Verheyde).
See also our NBB 2022-5. 
As in previous years, there are specific calls for SMEs and for diruptive technologies. The EDF will also feed into the EU
Defence Innovation Scheme, with a total contribution of €1.46 billion till 2027, combined with co-funding from
Member States (€90 M) and an expected leverage between €400 M and €500 M from other public and private sources.
In overall terms, a total investment of close to €2 billion in military innovation. 

EDF work plan for 2023: €1.2 billion prioritising space and air & maritime warfare

Unless indicated otherwise, EU official meetings take place in Brussels

EDIRPA adoption looks more and more like a soap opera
The negotiations process on EDIRPA (EU funding for joint acquisitions of weaponry) is going sideways and dragging on
amid divisions and contradictions: the Budgets committee is quite critical about the lack of monitoring on EDIRPA and
voted against tripling the budget (non-binding vote), while the Internal Market (IMCO) Committee pushed the
geographical boundaries to a point that questions the legality of the instrument even for its supporters (see previous
Newsletter). The Industry (ITRE) and the Security & Defence (SEDE) committees are now struggling to reach a
compromise that could be acceptable, while the European Commission is threatening to immediately go to court if the
IMCO amendments are voted (B2pro, E. Stroesser), or to withdraw the proposal altogether. And the EC has a powerful
leverage now that the EU Council decided to dedicate two billion Euros for ammunition to Ukraine (see below). In
practice the EC is giving priority to this new channel and mentioned the possibility to use part or all of the planned
budget for EDIRPA to feed into the Peace Facility pot for ammunition as regards support for ramping up European
Industry (B2pro, N. Gros-Verheyde). How and under which competences remain unclear, and Commissioner Breton is
expected to make proposals in April after completing his tour of the arms industry (see below). 
For the time being the vote at committee level on EDIRPA is still planned for 24-25 April, while the EC should present a
long-term instrument to support joint acquisitions (EDIP) in June, to cover 2025-2027. 

https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/european-defence-fund-edf_en
https://club.bruxelles2.eu/2023/03/actualite-le-programme-de-travail-2023-du-fonds-europeen-de-defense-budget-projets-tempo/
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-03/Factsheet_EDFCalls2023_.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_2021
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/Factsheet_EDF21_EU%20HYDEF.pdf
https://club.bruxelles2.eu/2023/03/confidentiel-une-deuxieme-etude-sur-un-intercepteur-de-missiles-lancee-la-revanche-de-mbda/
https://enaat.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/ENAAT-NBB-2022-5_02.12.22.pdf
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/eu-defence-innovation-scheme_en
https://club.bruxelles2.eu/2023/03/carnet-16-03-2023-geopolitique-europeenne-defense-diplomatie-crises-pouvoirs/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=b2pro-notif-article
https://www.euractiv.com/section/defence-and-security/news/eu-executive-threatens-withdrawal-of-e500m-arms-procurement-fund-proposal/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/defence-and-security/news/eu-executive-threatens-withdrawal-of-e500m-arms-procurement-fund-proposal/
https://club.bruxelles2.eu/2023/03/analyse-edirpa-si-la-discussion-derape-la-commission-europeenne-prete-a-reagir/
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Thierry Breton, the EU Commissioner in charge of ‘defence and space’ among others, started a tour of European arms
companies producing ammunitions on 15 May. His first stop was Arsenal in Bulgaria, then Nexter and MBDA in France
(20/03) reports B2pro (E. Stroesser). On 22 March he visited Selier & Bellot in Czech republic and ZTS in Slovakia
(Euractiv), and the last reported stop is Poland on 27 March, where he visited arms manufacturing sites with Prime
Minister Morawiecki and the Defence Minister Błaszczak, according to the EU press corner.
The general objective of this tour is “to exchange views on the urgent need to increase ammunition production for Ukraine
and EU's security [and] meet with representatives of manufacturers in order to assess the needs of the EU defence industry to
better calibrate support, including potentially through EU funds, and to address relevant bottlenecks. In the weeks to come,
the Commissioner will continue to engage with EU defence industry and visit industrial facilities in order to facilitate and
accelerate industrial ramp-up”.

Commissioner Thierry Breton tours arms companies in Europe

€2.5 billion to boost EU ammunition production and delivery to Ukraine (at least...)

The news was largely echoed in the press: on 20 March the EU Member States agreed a three-track plan presented by
the EU High Representative Josep Borrell, aiming to boost the production of ammunition in Europe and deliver one
million rounds of artillery ammunition to Ukraine within a year (read the detailed note here).
50 hours of negotiations under different formats were needed to prepare such “innovative” project as regards “the size
of the amount committed, the orientation towards the most lethal weapons possible (shells and missiles), and the preferred
concept of joint procurement to European companies” (including Norway), reports B2 pro ( (N. Gros-Verheyde). The EU
would dedicate at least €2,5 billion to this plan, mainly coming from the Peace Facility (an off-budget envelop directly
fed by Member States and escaping parliamentary control), but also possibly using the EU community budget for the
third part of the plan. 
Interestingly B2pro (N. Gros-Verheyde) underlines that “a new, unspoken, objective is added to the European Peace
Facility: modernizing the European defence industry - and a new criterion: the European preference clearly labelled for some
reimbursements.”
The three tracks are:
1) €1bn for the rapid delivery of ammunition to Ukraine (“ground-to-ground, artillery ammunition and, if requested,
missiles”) by digging into existing national stocks or re-orientating pending orders; deliveries should happen before 31
May in order to be eligible to reimbursement (50-60%)
2) €1bn for supporting joint procurement by Member States to refill stocks and continue delivering “155 mm
ammunition or, if requested, missiles”: purchases can be made either under an existing contract managed by the European
Defence Agency (EDA, see below) or through joint procurement projects "led by a member state" before 30 September.
3) €300 to 500 million to support the arms industry ramp-up production: the EC is invited to “present concrete proposals
to urgently support the ramp-up of manufacturing capacities of the European defence industry, secure supply chains, facilitate
efficient procurement procedures, address shortfalls in production capacities and promote investments, including, where
appropriate, mobilising the Union budget.” According to B2 pro (N. Gros-Verheyde), the EC is ready to put a significant
budgetary incentive drawing on the unused EDIRPA budget (up to €500 million). 
Following this decision, precise assistance measures are being drafted by the EU External Service and agreed by EU
ambassadors. Once on track, the coordination should be provided by the Defence Joint Procurement Task Force set-up
in June 2022 (see NBB 2022-2).

EDA brings together 23 countries for common procurement of ammunition, incl. Norway

In the margins of the EU Foreign Affairs Council of 20 March, 18 European countries (including Norway) signed up to
an EDA (European Defence Agency) project arrangement for the collaborative procurement of ammunition, to both
deliver to Ukraine and replenish member states’ national stockpiles. Five other countries joined in the following days.
The project includes two paths: 
- a 2-years fast-track procedure for 155mm artillery rounds, which fits into the first track of the Borrell’s plan
mentioned above, meaning that Member States should be able to be partly reimbursed under the Peace Facility.
- a 7-years framework to commonly procure multiple types and calibres of ammunition (5.56 mm to 155 mm) to
replenish national stocks.
The EDA provides logistical support (it is also part of the Joint Defence Task Force) and negotiates with the arms
industry but does not use the EU Community budget. Costs of orders will be covered by participating Member States.

interesting links
France pushes protectionism in Ukraine defense plan, Politico, 13/03/2023
Defense lobbyists send their big guns to Brussels - The EU is spending big on weapons, and lobbyists aim to cash in,
Politico, 23/03/2023

https://club.bruxelles2.eu/2023/03/carnet-21-03-2023-geopolitique-europeenne-defense-diplomatie-crises-pouvoirs/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=b2pro-notif-article
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/breton-very-impressed-after-visiting-an-ammunition-plant-in-slovakia
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_23_1924
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2023/03/20/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu//media/63170/st07632-en23.pdf?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Delivery+and+joint+procurement+of+ammunition+for+Ukraine
https://club.bruxelles2.eu/2023/03/decryptage-25-milliards-deuros-pour-doper-la-production-de-munitions-dans-lue-et-la-livraison-a-lukraine/
https://club.bruxelles2.eu/2023/03/decryptage-25-milliards-deuros-pour-doper-la-production-de-munitions-dans-lue-et-la-livraison-a-lukraine/
https://club.bruxelles2.eu/2023/03/decryptage-25-milliards-deuros-pour-doper-la-production-de-munitions-dans-lue-et-la-livraison-a-lukraine/
https://enaat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/ENAAT-NBB-2022-2_June2022.pdf
https://eda.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/2023/03/20/eda-brings-together-18-countries-for-common-procurement-of-ammunition
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1483
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1483
https://www.politico.eu/article/defense-policy-lobby-european-union/
https://www.politico.eu/article/defense-policy-lobby-european-union/


Strategic Compass: one year later

On 24 March, the day after the vote of the related law by the Parliament, the Danish government introduced formal
requests to join the European Defence Agency (EDA) and the Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO). Application
to the EDA came into effect immediately, as EU countries are members by right reports B2pro (N. Gros-Verheyde) and
can decide which projects they want to be part of. Denmark already joined the Common procurement of ammunition
project (see above) and will participate in all EDA working groups and decision-making processes. Its annual
contribution to the EDA will amount to €1 million (7.5 million DKK) for 2023 according to B2pro. 
PESCO membership in turn requires the unanimous agreement of the current 25 PESCO members, and should be a
formality in the coming weeks. Denmark already expressed interest in two projects: the cyber rapid reaction teams (led
by Lithuania, for which Denmark intends to propose a rapid reaction team of about 8 to 12 people) and the military
mobility project (led by the Netherlands). Participation in these two projects shouldn’t raise any objection from the
participating countries, and “Denmark does not rule out participating "at a later stage in other projects" that correspond to
"Danish interests" in the area of defence and security”, further reports B2pro.

In a free-access editorial (available in French and English), Nicolas Gros-Verheyde (B2pro) makes an insightful summary
of EU militarisation, although not drawing the same critical conclusions as we do: 
He underlines that ‘Defence’ became a “mixed European policy (both Community and intergovernmental) without changing
the treaties”; this is because the EU's approach is now “to look for ways to achieve this, bypassing existing obstacles, in order
to do it anyway”, which they say is 'pragmatism' and which we would call cynicism or misuse of the EU project.
According to B2pro calculations, the EU military spending through this EU mixed policy already reaches 2% of the total
EU budget, that is reaching the NATO benchmark. This amounts to €25 billion in 2021-2027 and includes the EU
Defence Fund, military mobility, the CFSP budget (mainly going to CSDP missions) and other aspects of the Peace
Facility. And this budget will increase considerably further, not only through the regular increases of the Peace Facility,
but also with new instruments such as EDIRPA and EDIP for joint procurement, and the likely possibility that the EDF
and military mobility programme budgets will be raised during the review of the EU's long-term budget (MFF 2021-
2027), in the second half of 2023. 
“And if one adds the other ‘regalian’ tasks (foreign policy, enlargement, security, borders, migration, etc.), this represents 13%
of the European budget (almost 160 billion euros)” adds B2pro. They also mention the expenditure for the various EU
military structures (Military Staff, Defence Agency, Satellite Centre etc.) which would add another extra €80 million
annually (half a billion over the period).
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Other aspects of EU militarisation
EU military spending reaches 2% of the community budget and continues growing

First edition of the Schuman Defence and Security Forum

Denmark to join the EDA and PESCO

On 20 March the EU High Representative Josep Borrell presented to EU ministers (Foreign affairs and Defence) the
first annual report on the implementation of the Strategic Compass, during the Foreign Affairs Council. Unsurprisingly
the official evaluation is over-positive, considering it an achievement that for the first time the EU has delivered lethal
weapons and that Member States are increasing defence spending and investments. The EU sees itself as “reliable global
security provider”. Not sure the view is shared both in Europe and in the global South… 
B2pro (N. Gros-Verheyde) reports that during exchanges with the press and the EP, Borrell was somehow more
nuanced and insisted in particular on the need for more commitment and political will from the Member States. In other
words “progress” may largely be due to the perceived Russian threat and not rooted in solid foundations. Signs of it are
the difficulties to set-up the Rapid Deployment Capacity (new format of the Battle-groups) and the lack of trust
between national intelligence services. 
With a general alarming tone, this overview largely insists on the need to continue spending more and calls for more
private financing for the arms industry. Access here the official fact-sheet and full report.

The first Schuman Security and Defence Forum took place in Brussels on 20-21 of March. It gathered primarily
Ministers of Defence from the EU Member States and from 45 partner countries, as well as international and regional
organisations such as the UN, NATO, OSCE, the African Union, ASEAN, the Gulf Cooperation Council and the League
of Arab States, “in order to facilitate dialogue and strategic reflection to address common challenges on a rapidly expanding
security and defence agenda.” Very few NGOs and a number of think tanks/academia were invited to attend the second
day of the Forum.  The Forum should take place very two years. 
When going through the declarations from the EU side (mainly Borrell’s keynote speech, closing speech and press
remarks), one could summarise the results in two points: (1) the EU will continue spending more in the military and
developing weaponry and capabilities, and (2) based on Ukraine’s precedent, the EU will deliver lethal weapons to
“other partners in other conflicts around the world”, in particular in Africa (Niger and Somalia were explicitly
mentioned). 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/danish-parliament-votes-to-join-european-defence-agency/?utm_source=piano&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=9707&pnespid=77B3Gi9LbbgV26CY_Da4CZPTpQ_3CsYmKu.h3e1p.h9mB7DrfbRgNqv9FKnRLKJkjIUkeJDjBg
https://club.bruxelles2.eu/2023/03/decryptage-le-danemark-rejoint-lagence-europeenne-de-defense-et-la-pesco-hourra/
https://www.bruxelles2.eu/2023/02/editorial-un-an-de-guerre-en-ukraine-changement-de-paradigme-pour-leurope/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=les-newsletter-total-derniers-articles-de-notre-blog_2
https://club.bruxelles2.eu/
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/strategic-compass-high-representative-presents-first-annual-report-its-implementation_en
https://club.bruxelles2.eu/2023/03/scoop-un-an-apres-le-bilan-de-la-boussole-strategique-de-bons-progres-mais-il-faut-accelerer/
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/2023/Implementation-of-strategic-compass.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/2023/StrategicCompass_1stYear_Report.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/media-advisory-schuman-security-and-defence-forum-20-21-march_en
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/schuman-security-and-defence-forum-keynote-speech-high-representativevice-president-josep_en
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/schuman-security-and-defence-forum-closing-speech-high-representativevice-president-josep_en
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/schuman-security-and-defence-forum-press-remarks-high-representativevice-president-josep-0_en


EU Peace Facility & related news
EPF financial ceiling increased to €8 billion and other modifications

Following the political commitment taken by EU leaders in December (EU Summit), several weeks of negotiations were
needed to reach an agreement, formally adopted by EU ministers on 14 March. The financial ceiling of the Peace
Facility is raised to €7,979 billion in current prices (€7billion in 2018 prices) until 2027.
Other modifications were adopted, such as enlarging the common costs of military exercises, which are being more
precisely defined, reports B2pro (N. Gros-Verheyde, see the Decision for details). In particular the extra costs of the
MILEX 23 (EU Crisis Management Military Exercise) will be covered by the EPF up to 5 million, as part of setting-up the
Rapid Deployment Capacity. Another modification was to introduce flexibility in Member States contributions, allowing
for pre-financing through anticipated national contributions, instead of ad-hoc calls for contributions. This is probably a
way to resolve cash-flow issues and speed-up processes.
Yet on March 20, EU Member States already “agreed to consider a further increase”, reports Euractiv, and the
discussion could take place at the next Foreign Affairs Council on 24 April. Other options have been suggested, in
particular “Commissioner Thierry Breton proposed that the unused EU budget would be redirected into the European Peace
Facility”, a second EU diplomat told Euractiv. “The EU budget, of course, cannot fund defence. However, we can give the
money back to member states and then they may put it themselves into the EPF”. Whatever the way you turn it, this is still
diversion of the EU budget for military purposes. The article also details Member states’ division as to what
geographical allocation of the resources should be a priority beyond Ukraine. 
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interesting links

One quote from Borrell summarises it all: “It is not only about conquering lands, it is about conquering minds. And this battle
has to be fought. [We have to develop] more [the] ‘train and equip’ [approach] - not only ‘train’. Equipment is key – even for
the lethal equipment but the non-lethal [equipment] is also important.” In other words, how to behave like Russia while
pretending we don’t… 
The High Representative also proposed the idea of a "targeted support" to "operators that show an extraordinary
efficiency" and on whom the Union should rely when “[it] cannot go there, putting [its] boots on the ground”. Borrell then
gave the example of Rwanda’s role in Mozambique… Or how to have others do the dirty job while we can claim we
promote International Law… 
The general tone gives a pathetic impression of an old empire overtaken by the new comers and which, rather than
radically changing the global paradigm while it still can, is desperately trying to preserve its sphere of influence by
renouncing a little more the principles it claims to defend. In doing so, the EU is digging its own grave, and that of peace
at the same time...

Maritime Security: EU updates Strategy to safeguard maritime domain against new threats (EC press release,
10/03/2023)
An EU Space Strategy for Security and Defence to ensure a stronger and more resilient EU (EC press release,
10/02/2023)
Council conclusions on EU priorities at the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (EU Council press
release, 20/03/2023)
Norway: third Dialogue on Security and Defence with the EU (EEAS, 31/03/2023)

First lethal assistance measure in Africa for Niger, Somalia should follow

On 20 February 20 the EU council launched the EU Military Partnership Mission in Niger (EUMPM Niger) “to support
the country in its fight against terrorist armed groups.” As mentioned in previous Newsletters, this mission aims to
strengthen Niger armed forces through the establishment of a Training centre for technicians of the Armed Forces,
advice and specialised training to the Niger Armed Forces’ specialists, and support the creation of a new
communication and command support battalion. Initial duration is three years.
On March 7 a new assistance measure worth €40 million was adopted under the EPF in the framework of this mission,
in order to provide non-lethal equipment, including ground mobility assets, surveillance, IT, communication and
countermeasures equipment as well as infrastructure necessary for the new support battalion in Téra (see details in the
Decision). 
On March 21, the EU High representative submitted a formal proposal for another assistance measure that would allow
for the delivery of lethal equipment this time, reports B2pro (N. Gros-Verheyde). This possibility had already been
raised last year and becomes now concrete. “The main objective is to provide air-to-ground ammunition for helicopters
Agusta Bell AB412” that were provided by Italy to Niger in October, further reports B2pro. 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/14/european-peace-facility-council-increases-the-financial-ceiling-to-nearly-7-98-billion-until-2027/
https://club.bruxelles2.eu/2023/03/decryptage-la-facilite-europeenne-pour-la-paix-modifiee-sur-trois-points/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=b2pro-notif-article
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023D0577
https://www.euractiv.com/section/defence-and-security/news/eu-member-states-mull-future-purpose-of-blocs-arms-fund/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1483
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_1601
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/20/council-conclusions-on-eu-priorities-at-the-organisation-for-security-and-cooperation-in-europe/
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/norway-third-dialogue-security-and-defence-eu_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/16/european-peace-facility-council-adopts-assistance-measure-in-support-of-the-army-of-north-macedonia/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=European+Peace+Facility%3A+Council+adopts+assistance+measure+in+support+of+the+army+of+North+Macedonia
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/16/european-peace-facility-council-adopts-assistance-measure-in-support-of-the-army-of-north-macedonia/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=European+Peace+Facility%3A+Council+adopts+assistance+measure+in+support+of+the+army+of+North+Macedonia
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/16/european-peace-facility-council-adopts-assistance-measure-in-support-of-the-army-of-north-macedonia/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=European+Peace+Facility%3A+Council+adopts+assistance+measure+in+support+of+the+army+of+North+Macedonia
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/16/european-peace-facility-council-adopts-assistance-measure-in-support-of-the-army-of-north-macedonia/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=European+Peace+Facility%3A+Council+adopts+assistance+measure+in+support+of+the+army+of+North+Macedonia
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/16/european-peace-facility-council-adopts-assistance-measure-in-support-of-the-army-of-north-macedonia/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=European+Peace+Facility%3A+Council+adopts+assistance+measure+in+support+of+the+army+of+North+Macedonia
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/16/european-peace-facility-council-adopts-assistance-measure-in-support-of-the-army-of-north-macedonia/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=European+Peace+Facility%3A+Council+adopts+assistance+measure+in+support+of+the+army+of+North+Macedonia
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/16/european-peace-facility-council-adopts-assistance-measure-in-support-of-the-army-of-north-macedonia/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=European+Peace+Facility%3A+Council+adopts+assistance+measure+in+support+of+the+army+of+North+Macedonia
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/16/european-peace-facility-council-adopts-assistance-measure-in-support-of-the-army-of-north-macedonia/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=European+Peace+Facility%3A+Council+adopts+assistance+measure+in+support+of+the+army+of+North+Macedonia
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/16/european-peace-facility-council-adopts-assistance-measure-in-support-of-the-army-of-north-macedonia/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=European+Peace+Facility%3A+Council+adopts+assistance+measure+in+support+of+the+army+of+North+Macedonia
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/16/european-peace-facility-council-adopts-assistance-measure-in-support-of-the-army-of-north-macedonia/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=European+Peace+Facility%3A+Council+adopts+assistance+measure+in+support+of+the+army+of+North+Macedonia
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other interesting links

Munich Security Conference: Speech by High Representative/Vice-President Josep Borrell on the European
Security Architecture, EEAS, 19.02.2023

Czech president: EU army no longer in Macron’s mind, Euractiv, 03/03/2023

Council conclusions on the 5th review conference of the Chemical Weapons, EU Council press release, 20.02.2023

UK: Sunak boosts defence spending to try to silence critics, Euractiv, 13.03.2023

Armenia: EU launches a civilian mission to contribute to stability in border areas, (EU Press release, 20.02.2023)
Eu ropean Peace Facility: Council adopts assistance measure in support of the Jordanian Armed Forces (EU press
release, 20.02.2023)
European Peace Facility: Council adopts assistance measure in support of the army of North Macedonia (EU press
release, 16/03/2023)
Council extends mandate of EU military Operation IRINI in the Mediterranean until 2025 (EU press release,
20/03/2023)
EU allies query Estonia’s bumper refund from weapons to Ukraine, Politico, 28/03/2023
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The proposal includes “specific measures to ensure "use, maintenance, storage" of the equipment provided, but also to ensure
their "follow-up" and monitoring via the National Human Rights Commission (CNDH)”, quotes B2pro. This involves
"financing 1) the upgrading of the artillery depot, 2) logistical equipment and a vehicle for the CNDH and 3) capacity building
for the Niger Air Force and the CNDH in six areas: risk management; management and supply; storage and handling;
maintenance in operational condition (MOC); waste and fire management; and incident analysis and management."
This is the first lethal assistance measure proposed by the EU outside Ukraine. Another one should follow for Somalia
according to B2pro (E. Stroesser).
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