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News from the Brussels' Bubble

EU agenda Unless indicated otherwise, EU official meetings take place in Brussels

Over 800 organisations call MEPs to move the money from war to peace

Under the Stop ReArm Europe umbrella, ENAAT and over 800 civil society organisations across Europe and sectors
called MEPs to reject the 2026 budget and to move the money from war to peace in the coming negotiations around
the next EU long-term budget and the deregulation package for the arms industry. Read the Open Letter here and feel
free to disseminate in your networks. 
This letter is not only important to counter European militarisation, but also to resist “a coordinated assault on civil
society” from Brussels to national governments in order “to eliminate the independent organisations that stand
between corporate power and the public interest.” The next question, which may sound “dramatic” but not impossible,
being “what happens when they [die]”?!

Environment, health and ethics sold off for the benefit of arms dealers

‘Mini- Omnibus’ final agreement diverts civil funding and opens EDF to Ukrainian industry
On 20 November the Industry and Research Committee of the EP (ITRE) “overwhelmingly approved the compromise on
the defence mini omnibus (49 votes to 7, with 1 abstention)” reports Euractiv, a first deregulation proposal presented
by the EC in April (see NBB 2025-2). The deal opens civilian funds such as Digital Europe or Horizon Europe, a €93.5
billion pot for research and innovation, to dual-use projects with military applications.
“The final text allows EU support for projects that ‘may include potential dual-use applications while advancing civilian
application use’, [and] negotiators also agreed to let Ukrainian defence companies join EU collaborative projects under
the €7.3 billion European Defence Fund (EDF)” according to Euractiv.

Read and sign the Stop ReArm Europe call (for organisations)

Read and sign the petition against the ‘ReArm Europe’ plans
(for individuals, in EN, FR, IT, SP, CAT, RO, DE)

https://www.asd-europe.org/news-media/news-events/event-calendar/asd-brussels-conference/
https://stoprearm.org/
https://stoprearm.org/
https://stoprearm.org/
https://enaat.org/2025/11/21/civil-society-to-meps-move-the-money-from-war-to-peace/
https://thegoodlobby.eu/how-ngos-die-europes-playbook-for-dismantling-democracy/
https://thegoodlobby.eu/how-ngos-die-europes-playbook-for-dismantling-democracy/
https://euobserver.com/eu-political/ar505fa78f
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-european-preference-risks-stalling-defence-omnibus/
https://enaat.org/2025/05/04/nbb-2025-2-rearm-europe-first-implementation-steps/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-parliament-and-council-opens-horizon-europe-to-dual-use-projects/
https://stoprearm.org/
https://www.openpetition.eu/petition/online/stop-european-rearmament


“The final compromise [also] clarifies that military mobility projects are now eligible for the €5.84 billion Connecting
Europe Facility, an instrument to deliver on the EU’s environmental and decarbonisation goals” reports Euractiv. The
final vote in Parliament's plenary session will take place in mid-December, followed by final approval in the Council.

The big “defence omnibus”: political choices disguised as technicalities to be adopted in haste? 
Discussions within each decision-making body are continuing in parallel with regard to the various measures proposed
by the other ‘defence omnibus package’ presented in June (see NBB 2025-4) and which aims to promote and facilitate
the business of arms at the expense of environmental, chemical, social and ethical norms (see the alert note to be
published in the coming days on our website).  
However, the current sticking points in the negotiations reported in the press have little to do with these standards: as
in previous files, they revolve around the notion of European preference, introduced by the Commission as a condition
for fast-tracked procurements of weapons, to the point that the EC recently threatened to “withdraw part of its
proposal to simplify procurement” according to Euractiv, as well as the “threshold under which the governments do not
have to launch competitive calls to the industry” or the fast-track permit granting procedure for military projects
(production capacity, new plants, etc.) limited to 60 days with tacit approval in case of no answer, reports Euractiv.  
At EP level, the stated intention is to adopt its positions with a view to entering into negotiations with the Council in
mid-December, which implies an accelerated examination of six texts in parallel; in other words, there would be little
room for proper analysis and democratic debate, and even less for critical civil society to participate on issues
presented as technical, when many are in fact significant political changes, such as the definition of controversial
weapons which plays an important role for sustainable finance stakeholders in setting their limits.
Over 100 scholars, experts on European law, “warn that the deregulation plans break EU law” in a letter to the EP legal
committee, ahead of a vote on the wider ‘Omnibus simplification package’, reports euobserver.
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SAFE: no deal with UK & Canada, geographic eligibility in hands of govts & industry

“Negotiations on allowing the U.K. third-party entry to the EU's flagship loan program for defense SAFE have hit an
impasse” reports Politico, particularly due to disagreements over “the level of financial contribution the U.K. would
need to make and the minimum mandatory share of components produced inside the EU”:
France is pushing for a maximum threshold of 50% of components being made outside the EU including in the
framework of Security & Defence partnerships agreements (see NBB 2025-3) ; as for the contribution, Brussels is
asking the UK to contribute “between €4.5 billion and €6.5 billion (...) while the U.K. has proposed a much lower figure
of €200 million to €300 million”. Talks are said to be “much smoother” with Canada but not over either. Cyprus still
blocks Turkey’s application to see its industry become eligible under SAFE, despite support from other EU countries
such as Estonia, explains Euractiv. 

The Commission published a guidance document to help member states determine whether the weapons they plan to
buy are eligible under SAFE, which requires that at least 65% of their components costs should be manufactured in the
EU, Norway or Ukraine. The methodology proposed is however only indicative and optional, and member states are
free to use a methodology of their own, which already opens the door to possible contradictory results. Moreover, an
important role is left to the companies, which “only need to assess the origin of the final components they use, not the
raw materials used to manufacture those parts.” reports Euractiv. The companies are in charge of listing the
components and specifying where they come from, but only assessing their direct suppliers. 

As regards the timeline, according to Euractiv “the Commission plans to assess the 19 countries’ plans” by end of
December and to propose draft implementing decisions in January, that member states will have to adopt within 4
weeks. Operational arrangements would be signed in March and “Up to two payment instalments per country, per year
would follow.” To note that the European Parliament is completely excluded from the process due to the legal basis
chosen by the Commission with the consent of member states (see NBB 2025-3).

2026 budget to next MFF: more money for rearmament and more national control

“The EU Parliament and member states reached a deal on the 2026 budget, which allocates €2.8 billion euros to hard
security and rearmament, an amount broadly in line with expectations, as the EP failed in its attempt to significantly
increase the budget for the European Defence Industry Programme (see below). Additional funding for the arms
industry will in fact come from increased diversion from civilian programmes, from Horizon Europe to Cohesion funds,
as indicated in our previous editions.

https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-whats-next-for-europes-defence-push/
https://enaat.org/2025/07/18/nbb-2025-3-militarisation-spreading-across-eu-policies/
https://enaat.org/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-countries-fall-out-over-defence-omnibus-final-decision-stalled/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-countries-fall-out-over-defence-omnibus-final-decision-stalled/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-european-preference-risks-stalling-defence-omnibus/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-european-preference-risks-stalling-defence-omnibus/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-omnia-omnibus/
https://euobserver.com/Green%20Economy/ar2f3d1a9f
https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-and-eu-hit-impasse-in-defense-deal-talks/
https://enaat.org/2025/06/09/nbb-2025-03-future-competitiveness-fund-will-expand-eu-militarisation/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/no-deal-on-uk-and-canada-safe-access-by-commission-deadline/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/no-deal-on-uk-and-canada-safe-access-by-commission-deadline/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-biodefence-catches-the-eus-eye/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-biodefence-catches-the-eus-eye/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/exclusive-commission-releases-new-guidance-on-safe-loan-eligibility/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-the-commissions-big-military-mobility-reveal/
https://enaat.org/2025/06/09/nbb-2025-03-future-competitiveness-fund-will-expand-eu-militarisation/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2694
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With regard to the EU's next long-term budget (MFF 2028-2034), which was proposed by the EC in July (see NBB
2025-4), initial internal discussions show that “EU countries want to ramp up their own control of any future €234
billion European Competitiveness Fund (ECF, to include ‘Defence & space’), pushing back against the European
Commission’s plan to freely administer the pot” according to Euractiv: while EU programmes are usually rather rigidly
pre-programmed over seven years, the EC wanted to be able to freely decide the use of lump-sums across topics.
Member states' amendments expand their influence over how the money will be spent, in particular through an
advisory role with veto rights and an ECF General Committee. 
Another divisive issue is geographical rules, reports ScienceBusiness: a number of EU countries “argue that, without
safeguards, the ECF risks further entrenching innovation and competitiveness gaps within the EU as applicants from
more developed economies are better equipped to win funding [while] Opponents counter that to compete with the
US and China, ECF funds must be directed where they will have the largest impact.”

In Parliament, to which extent the Horizon Europe successor programme (FP10) “will include funding for dual-use
projects, those with both civilian and military applications (...) will be one of the more delicate topics in the coming
negotiations” reports ScienceBusiness. Another source of tension is the overinfluence of the EPP group -and of German
MEP Christian Ehler in particular, on the topic, as Ehler is to be lead rapporteur and co-rapporteur on both the ECF and
the FP10. At Committee level, the Industry & Research committee will be leading on both files as well as on the
Connecting Facility Europe (to include an important military mobility component), confirming once more, if needed, the
very industry-oriented nature of rearmament policies. 
The broader opposition of the European Parliament to the next EU long-budget echoed in the press is however not at
all related to the fivefold funding increase for rearmament and militarised space, considered as a given. 

Switzerland: cooperation with EDA, access to EU programmes & easing arms exports altogether
On 21 October, “the Council gave its green light to Switzerland joining Union programmes, such as Horizon Europe,
Euratom Research and Training, ITER/Fusion for Energy (F4E), Digital Europe, Erasmus+, as well as EU4Health”. On 20
November, “EU countries’ ambassadors [approved] the updated administrative arrangement between Switzerland and
the European Defence Agency. The agreement (...) will “broaden” the scope of cooperation with other Europeans and
“clarify” processes to join procurement, R&D projects, training, as well as information and data exchange” reports
Euractiv.
It is probably no coincidence that in parallel “The government in Bern is working to ease its strict armament export law
(...) to align the country’s defence industry with European defense spending. The plan is to forego its non-re-export
restrictions, except in specific cases” according to Euractiv.

EDIP final deal endangers workers’ rights, health & safety, undermines arms export control
On 20 October, the ITRE and SEDE Committees endorsed the deal reached with EU countries on the European
Defence Industry programme (EDIP), proposed by the Commission in March 2024 and which will support the arms
industry to boost production as well as member states to jointly procure weaponry. That is the official short version,
but we pointed out in April that the document was going much further, proposing structures and processes that
promote arms exports, while being very weak on human rights and international law standards. The 163 pages-long
final deal makes the picture even darker, and MEPs from The Left also alert on the risks for workers’ rights, health and
safety that the EDIP “crisis mechanism” entails. The final vote in plenary will take place on Tuesday 25/11.

Defence spending to widen deficits
“The Commission expects EU countries’ overall deficit to increase from 3.1% of GDP in 2024 to 3.4% by 2027, notably
because of their plans to increase defence spending, reads the European Commission’s Autumn Economic forecast
published yesterday. This forecast is based on a projected defence spending increase from 1.5% of GDP in 2024 to 2%
in 2027” reports Euractiv.

European arms industry roundtable on drone wall
“The European Commission is inviting defence industry players for a chat on drone and anti-drone capabilities next
Friday [28/11] to progress an anti-drone border project in the East, three months after first pitching the idea”, reports
Euractiv.

News briefs

https://enaat.org/2025/07/18/nbb-2025-3-militarisation-spreading-across-eu-policies/
https://enaat.org/2025/07/18/nbb-2025-3-militarisation-spreading-across-eu-policies/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/exclusive-eu-capitals-tighten-grip-on-draft-competitiveness-fund-in-budget
https://www.euractiv.com/news/exclusive-eu-capitals-tighten-grip-on-draft-competitiveness-fund-in-budget
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/planning-fp10/eu-countries-divided-over-geographical-rules-competitiveness-fund?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=EU+countries+divided+over+geographical+rules+in+Competitiveness+Fund&utm_campaign=Science%7CBusiness+Bulletin+No++1278+%28Copy%29
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/planning-fp10/eu-countries-divided-over-geographical-rules-competitiveness-fund?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=EU+countries+divided+over+geographical+rules+in+Competitiveness+Fund&utm_campaign=Science%7CBusiness+Bulletin+No++1278+%28Copy%29
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/planning-fp10/industrial-policy-can-benefit-research-should-not-dictate-priorities-ehler-says
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/planning-fp10/left-and-right-meps-challenge-allocation-research-and-innovation-files
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/planning-fp10/left-and-right-meps-challenge-allocation-research-and-innovation-files
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/planning-fp10/left-and-right-meps-challenge-allocation-research-and-innovation-files
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/planning-fp10/left-and-right-meps-challenge-allocation-research-and-innovation-files
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/planning-fp10/left-and-right-meps-challenge-allocation-research-and-innovation-files
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-parliament-budget-talks-ursula-von-der-leyen-epp-finance/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=alert&utm_campaign=EU%20Parliament%20warns%20von%20der%20Leyen%3A%20Change%20budget%20or%20we%E2%80%99ll%20reject%20it
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-parliament-budget-talks-ursula-von-der-leyen-epp-finance/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=alert&utm_campaign=EU%20Parliament%20warns%20von%20der%20Leyen%3A%20Change%20budget%20or%20we%E2%80%99ll%20reject%20it
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/10/21/council-greenlights-switzerland-s-association-to-eu-programmes/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=AUTOMATED%20-%20Alert%20-%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=3318
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/10/21/council-greenlights-switzerland-s-association-to-eu-programmes/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=AUTOMATED%20-%20Alert%20-%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=3318
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/10/21/council-greenlights-switzerland-s-association-to-eu-programmes/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=AUTOMATED%20-%20Alert%20-%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=3318
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/10/21/council-greenlights-switzerland-s-association-to-eu-programmes/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=AUTOMATED%20-%20Alert%20-%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=3318
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-russias-shadow-fleet-under-renewed-eu-and-nato-scrutiny/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-russias-shadow-fleet-under-renewed-eu-and-nato-scrutiny/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-saab-ceo-calls-for-nato-targets-for-defence-industry/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/agenda/briefing/2025-11-24/2/first-ever-european-defence-industry-programme
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/agenda/briefing/2025-11-24/2/first-ever-european-defence-industry-programme
https://enaat.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/EDIP_ENAAT_PositionPaper_April2025.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14814-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://euobserver.com/EU%20&%20the%20World/ar58aafd22
https://euobserver.com/EU%20&%20the%20World/ar58aafd22
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-the-amendments-deepening-europes-defence-de-reg-drive/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/new-industry-roundtable-to-advance-eu-drone-wall/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/new-industry-roundtable-to-advance-eu-drone-wall/
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Related links

Airbus, Thales, Leonardo form European space giant amid global contest, DefenseNews, 23/10/25

Airbus Defence workers urge end to Dassault partnership in FCAS fighter jet project | Euractiv, 12/11/25 

French defence minister doubts Germany's fighter jet development abilities | Euractiv, 12/11/25 

Saab CEO: NATO should give defence industry targets for war readiness | Euractiv, 12/11/25 

NATO’s procurement chief under fire amid corruption scandal, leak reveals, FollowTheMoney, 21/11/25

Council conclusions confirm national control is back

In line with our previous edition (NBB 2025-6, p.4), the conclusions of the Council meeting on 23 October confirm that
member states are taking back control of EU armament policies. The 20-point conclusions mention the European
Commission only twice: once simply referring to the presentation of the ‘Defence Readiness roadmap’ by the EC and
the High Representative, and at the end, inviting them (still mentioned together) to make proposals on military mobility
(see below). The roadmap is not even minimally ‘noted’ or ‘acknowledged’, and the rest of the text congratulates the
member states on the work accomplished, carefully avoiding any mention of the Commission, including on its flagship
proposals such as the ‘Omnibus for Defence’. The conclusions place heavy emphasis on the role of EU countries and on
strengthening and expanding the role of the European Defence Agency (EDA). In diplomatic terms, this is clearly a
direct slap in the face for the Commission, and its President Ursula von der Leyen in particular. 
These power struggles do not change much in terms of the highly problematic content of these policies, but they
confirm that the national level remains of key importance and that resistance to this militarisation of Europe should also
largely, if not mostly, take place at the national, or even local, level.
The Council also adopted conclusions about Ukraine following an exchange of views with Volodmiy Zelensky, who’s
been “promising to buy European — mostly” according to Politico.

Other aspects of European militarisation

New “defence package”: militarising mobility and deep tech

On 19 November the Commission released another set of militarisation measures: according to the official press
release, the ‘military mobility package’ aims “to make it easier for troops, equipment and military assets to move quickly
and smoothly across Europe” while the ‘Defence Industry Transformation Roadmap’ is about “Unlocking disruptive
innovation for Defence Readiness.”

The roadmap for boosting the arms industry wants to “accelerate the modernisation of the European defence industry
and support emerging defence players”, in particular by “Unit[ing] the deep tech and defence communities, speed[ing]
up the integration of advanced technologies into military capabilities, build[ing] a more agile defence ecosystem and
deliver[ing] capabilities at greater speed and scale” details the official fact-sheet.
In concrete terms, a new instrument should be presented early 2026, “a new ‘AGILE’ instrument to support innovative
companies in bringing new products to the market in under a year – a sort of European Defence Fund, but faster”
reports Euractiv. However no fresh money should be put on the table and the instrument should rather be funded
through existing instruments such as EDIP, and the Competitiveness Fund from 2028, still according to Euractiv. 
To what extent it is possible to gain agility by piling-up instruments with the same source of funding is another
question… 
Other problematic proposals are the announcement of a “new marketplace by the end of next year, to facilitate rapid
procurement of EU-funded defence technologies”, but also the intention “to draft 600,000 workers into defence
sector” (mostly to be diverted from civil sectors in need) as well as “the creation of a European Defence Data Space to
promote technologies such as AI modelling and maintenance, with the reflection process for it to start before 2028”
(Euractiv). The latter is in line with demands from the trade association Digital Europe, which “represents a group of
dozens of tech companies, including giants such as Microsoft, as well as European companies like Airbus, Dassault, and
Sopra Steria” reports Euractiv.

https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2025/10/23/airbus-thales-leonardo-form-european-space-giant-amid-global-contest/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.euractiv.com/news/airbus-defence-workers-urge-end-to-dassault-partnership-in-fcas-fighter-jet-project/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/airbus-defence-workers-urge-end-to-dassault-partnership-in-fcas-fighter-jet-project/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/airbus-defence-workers-urge-end-to-dassault-partnership-in-fcas-fighter-jet-project/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/french-defence-minister-doubts-germanys-fighter-jet-development-abilities/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/french-defence-minister-doubts-germanys-fighter-jet-development-abilities/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/french-defence-minister-doubts-germanys-fighter-jet-development-abilities/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/ceo-nato-should-give-defence-industry-targets-for-war-readiness/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/ceo-nato-should-give-defence-industry-targets-for-war-readiness/
https://www.ftm.eu/articles/nato-procurement-chief-under-fire-corruption-scandal?share=3miwNNvbEB1y8S6pLMoxvo8P01hkGdapxPPgvM0Lerkq2pUktj%2BM2cxaDd1Bzm8%3D
https://enaat.org/2025/10/21/nbb-2025-6-eu-roadmap-to-war-but-under-national-leadership/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/10/23/european-council-conclusions-on-european-defence-and-security/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=AUTOMATED%20-%20Alert%20-%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=3318
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/10/23/european-council-conclusions-on-european-defence-and-security/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=AUTOMATED%20-%20Alert%20-%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=3318
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/10/23/european-council-23-october-2025-ukraine/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=AUTOMATED%20-%20Alert%20-%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=3318
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-summit-sanctions-russia-frozen-assets-politics-ukraine-war-germany-defense/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=alert&utm_campaign=29%20things%20we%20learned%20from%20the%20EU%20leaders%E2%80%99%20summit
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2724
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2724
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/api/files/attachment/881889/Factsheet%20Defence%20Industry%20Transformation%20Roadmap.pdf
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-european-preference-risks-stalling-defence-omnibus/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/european-commission-channels-ukraine-to-transform-defence-industry/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/european-commission-channels-ukraine-to-transform-defence-industry/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/european-commission-channels-ukraine-to-transform-defence-industry/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-eu-wants-to-draft-600000-workers-into-defence-sector/
https://cdn.digitaleurope.org/uploads/2025/11/DIGITALEUROPE-paper-_European-Defence-Industry-Transformation-Roadmap-1.pdf?utm_source=euractiv&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_content=On%20your%20radar&utm_term=0-0&utm_campaign=PRO_Defence
https://www.euractiv.com/news/firepower-nato-abandons-boeing-purchase/
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As for the military mobility package, it includes a Regulation and a Communication and aims at “creating an EU-wide
military mobility area by 2027” to be “one step closer towards a ‘Military Schengen” according to the official press
release. 
This would include, among others, “removing regulatory barriers” and harmonising rules “for cross-border military
movements”, as well as upgrading infrastructures of “key EU military mobility corridors”. For this the Commission had
already called in its October Defence Readiness Roadmap for investments up to €100 billion, and proposed to divert
€17.6bn of the next Connecting Europe Facility from 2028, reports Euractiv. It also encourages EU countries to tap into
the Cohesion Funds and of course use their national budgets. 
Another measure to raise significant concerns is the proposal of an emergency instrument, the European Military
Mobility Enhanced Response System (EMERS), which would allow “to lift all cross-border restrictions and give the
military priority access to infrastructure and transport” as described by Euractiv, which also highlights that the
definition of what would be an emergency or ‘crisis’ situation is extremely vague: “According to the proposal’s text, the
Commission or an EU country could trigger the instrument in the case of an “existing” or “expected” need to move
military transport in higher volumes, at greater frequency, or at greater speed.” This is an extremely broad definition
that reflects the growing tendency to exploit the notion of crisis in order to gradually reduce all forms of democratic
control, accountability and standards on all activities, whether public or industrial, related to the military. 

News briefs

EP own-initiative report on ‘Defence Single Market’
“German MEP Tobias Cremer (S&D) presented his own initiative report on a single market for defence to his Security
and Defence Committee (SEDE) colleagues on Wednesday [05/11]. The point, he said, is to return to the essence of the
EU, that is to create peace by replacing national sovereignty with European sovereignty over production of defence
goods, like any other market goods. (...) The SEDE committee will vote on the amended report on 27 January before a
final vote of MEPs in the March 2026 plenary.” (Euractiv). This report is an ‘own-initiative report’, meaning it does not
relate to a precise EC legislative proposal. However it is quite ‘timely’ considering the proposals to modify the intra-EU
transfers directive via the ‘Omnibus for defence’.

Ukraine could open weapon export offices in Berlin & Copenhagen despite corruption concerns
“In order to facilitate defence industry cooperation and future arms exports, Ukraine is planning to open offices in
Berlin and Copenhagen by the end of the year (...). Kyiv is looking to export naval drones and artillery systems in order
to finance the production of “items for which we don’t have the money,” Zelenskyy told media on Monday” according
to Euractiv, which also reports concerns about corruption, as “The Commission strongly recommended that Ukraine
abandon any plans to limit defence industries’ criminal liability and fix its two procurement bodies in this year’s report
on progress towards EU accession.”

New consultation open: Quantum Act
“The Commission opened Friday [29/10] its call for public feedback into its plans for a Quantum Act.
In its White Paper for Defence Readiness published in March this year, the Commission described quantum as one of
several “key inputs for both long term economic growth, and military pre-eminence”, something it mentions in its call
for evidence” reports Euractiv. The public consultation runs until 15 December.
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Drones could replace large US Army units in Europe, expert suggests, DefenseNews, 27/10/25 
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Germany’s rearmament upends Europe’s power balance, Politico 12/11/25 

The European Union wants its own intelligence branch, DefenseNews, 12/11/25 

How Baltic firms secretly fuel Russia's 'shadow fleet, EUobserver, 11/11/25

The West’s new arms race: Selling peace to buy war, Politico, 17/11/25 

EU-made weapons fuel war crimes in Sudan, envoy says, Politico, 17/11/25
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